FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS ABOUT THE LAKE IMPROVEMENT PROJECT AND SPECIAL ASSESSMENT DISTRICTS

SEPTEMBER,  2010
What are the lake’s problems?

· Weeds, especially Eurasian milfoil

· Nutrients, particularly phosphorous, in the lake sediment

· Sediment and phosphorous brought into the lake via the 

Branch and Derby drain

What is the Lake Improvement Project?

· Eliminate the Eurasian milfoil by treating the entire lake with

Sonar the first year and spot treating the next four years

· Two pilot tests of methods to prevent phosphorous in the lake

sediment from releasing into the water column.  One is  the chemical Alum and the other is injecting oxygen into the sediment.

What will the project cost?

· Estimated total cost is $943,000 for five years

· Actual cost could vary slightly when bids are submitted
How will the project be paid for?

· Both townships will create a special assessment districts (SAD) to collect special assessments spread over five years
What prevents the townships from using this money for other purposes?

· By law, the money can be used only for the purpose spelled out in the special assessment district resolutions

Who is in the special assessment districts?
· Developed or buildable waterfront properties

· Waterfront condo complexes

· Marinas that rent boat slips

· Off-lake properties with deeded shared access through a park or non-buildable property

How many properties are in the special assessment districts?
· About 1,130 parcels of property 
How will properties be assessed?

· Developed or buildable waterfront properties will be assessed  one(1) assessment unit

· Waterfront condo complexes will be assessed one(1)  assessment unit per condo unit

· Marinas will be assessed two(2) assessment units for eight(8) slips or less and tw0(2) units for each additional eight(8) slips or less

· Off-lake properties will be assessed one-tenth(1/10) of a unit
How much will each parcel be assessed?
· Waterfront properties will be assessed approximately  $215 per parcel each year

· Waterfront condos will be assessed approximately $215 per unit per year

· Marinas will be assessed approximately $430 per year

· Off-lake properties will be assessed approximately $22 per year 

· The exact amounts will be finalized after the first Public Hearing, but should be very close to the above costs

How long will the special assessment district last?

· By law, the special assessment district can last only five years, and will then expire  

What happens after the special assessment district expires?

· The two pilot programs are intended to provide information about what can be done long term to control weed growth

· If one of the methods being piloted proves effective, a new project could be proposed
· If a new project is proposed,  new special assessment districts could be created, but only if the entire special assessment district process is restarted from the beginning
What about fixing the Branch and Derby drain?

· The Paw Paw Lake Foundation and the Paw Paw Lake Association have approved a total of $35,000 to assist the Drain Commissione
     in having a study made of the drain to determine the problem areas 
     and develop alternative courses of action      
· Both Township Supervisors have pledged to ask their Boards to budget money over the next five years to further assist in this effort

What about finding grants to help pay for this?

· Both Township Supervisors have pledged to ask their Boards to budget money to hire someone to seek out and apply for grants to help pay for either or both of the lake improvement or drain projects

What happens if a grant is found after the Lake Improvement 

SAD is approved?

· If a grant is approved after the SAD is in effect, the grant money can be used to lower the SAD assessment

Who can I contact if I have other questions?

· For mor information contact the Paw Paw Lake Association at:

                     PO Box 206, Watervliet, MI 49098

                                              Or

                     pawpawlakeassociation@comcast.net

